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The arrest of Ashish Mishra, son of Union Minister of State for Home, Ajay Mishra, appears to be a 

course of action impelled mainly by the intervention of the Supreme Court, which voiced its dissatisfaction 

with the way the Uttar Pradesh police were handling the killing of four farmers and four others during a 

protest. By taking cognisance of the incidents that took place during a farmers’ protest at Tikonia in 

Lakhimpur-Kheri district, the Court may have helped infuse some much-needed impetus to the investigation. 

The Bench gave enough time until its next hearing on October 20 to the police to pursue the probe diligently, 

but not without thinking aloud on whether any other agency ought to take it over and asking the State police 

chief to preserve the evidence. The arrest of the Minister’s son, coming after he had skipped an earlier 

summons and was questioned for long hours once he appeared, is largely in response to the Court’s criticism. 

The Bench, headed by the Chief Justice of India, N.V. Ramana, wondered how investigators in a murder case 

could merely issue summons to the prime suspect instead of taking steps to apprehend him. Scepticism 

about the intentions of the State police is not misplaced. It is not the first time that the initial response is one 

of hesitancy and obfuscation, but once an incident blows up enough to occasion judicial intervention, there is 

some action. 

 

What is known so far is that vehicles in the Minister’s convoy ploughed through a group of farmers, 

causing four deaths. Three others may have died in retaliatory violence by the infuriated mob, while Raman 

Kashyap, a television reporter, may also have been run over. Initial reports that the driver lost control after 

being hit by a hail of stones have been superseded by footage that seems to show the vehicle being driven 

into a group of unsuspecting people. The FIR says Ashish Mishra was in one of the cars, even though he 

claims to have been elsewhere. The role of the Union Minister should also be subjected to scrutiny, as some 

reports suggest he may have made a provocative speech earlier to the effect that the protesting farmers 

should either mend their ways or he would set them straight. The mention of a ‘conspiracy’ in the FIR gives 

scope to the police to examine this angle. It is regrettable that the Union government is noticeably silent, and 

there appears to be no effort to advise Mr. Ajay Mishra to step down until his and his son’s names are 

cleared. It is difficult to see how an impartial probe can go on as long as he is in office, and his party’s 

government in the State is seen to be soft on the accused. The onus is on the Uttar Pradesh police now to 

conduct a credible investigation, if the Court does not replace the present set of investigators. 

 

 prod (verb) – stimulate, push, encourage, 

persuade, urge (someone who is 

unwilling/hesitant/slow to do something). 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 

reliable, dependable; believable, plausible, 

reasonable. 

 inspire (verb) – prompt, cause, induce, produce, 

bring about, give rise to. 

 course of action (phrase) – plan of action, 

action/step, procedure. 

 impel (verb) – push, drive, urge. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening 

in something; involvement, interference. 

 voice (verb) – express, make public, announce, 

mention. 

 dissatisfaction (noun) – discontent, disaffection, 

disquiet, unhappiness, frustration, vexation, 

annoyance, irritation. 

 cognisance (noun) – awareness, notice, 

knowledge, perception. 

 take cognisance of (phrase) – notice, attend to, 

take into account, give attention to. 

 take place (phrase) – happen, occur, transpire. 

 infuse (verb) – inject, impart, add. 

 much-needed (adjective) – needed to a large 

extent. 

 impetus (noun) – momentum, motive force, 

driving force, motivation, encouragement; 

stimulus, boost. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number of 

judges. 

 hearing (noun) – (legal) proceedings, trial, 

inquiry.  

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, 

take up (an activity). 

 diligently (adverb) – carefully, attentively, 

thoroughly. 

 think aloud (phrase) – to say what you are 

thinking loudly/clearly so that others can hear 

what your thoughts are.  

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 
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 preserve (verb) – conserve, protect, maintain. 

 summons (noun) – order, directive, command, 

instruction (to appear before a judge or 

magistrate). 

 largely (adverb) – mostly, mainly, primarily, to a 

large/great extent. 

 merely (adverb) – only, simply, just. 

 suspect (noun) – suspected person, accused. 

 apprehend (verb) – arrest, catch, capture 

(someone for a crime). 

 scepticism (noun) – doubt, suspicion/mistrust, 

wariness, lack of conviction. 

 intention (noun) – aim, purpose, objective. 

 misplaced (adjective) – misguided, misconceived, 

ill-advised, ill-considered, ill-judged. 

 hesitancy (noun) – reluctance, unwillingness, 

disinclination. 

 obfuscation (noun) – making of something 

obscure or unclear to understand; evasiveness, 

confusion. 

 blow up (phrasal verb) – break out, erupt, flare 

up, boil over, occur/start suddenly, become 

public. 

 occasion (verb) – cause, give rise to, bring about, 

result in, lead to, prompt, inspire. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, up 

to this point. 

 convoy (noun) – a group of vehicles or ships that 

are traveling together usually for protection. 

 plough (verb) – (of a vehicle) move speedily and 

uncontrollably; crash into, smash into, collide 

with, hit, strike, ram, bang into, run into, drive 

into, bump into. 

 retaliatory (adjective) – revenging, vengeful, 

avenging. 

 infuriated (adjective) – enraged, incensed, angry, 

annoyed/vexed. 

 mob (noun) – a large, disorganized, and often 

violent crowd of people. 

 run over (phrasal verb) – (of a vehicle) hit a 

person and pass over his/her body; run down, 

knock down, knock over, knock to the ground. 

 hail (noun) – a large number of objects (e.g. 

stones) thrown forcefully at something (e.g. car). 

 supersede (verb) – replace, supplant, remove, 

override. 

 unsuspecting (adjective) – innocent, unwary, 

unaware, unknowing. 

 first information report (FIR) (noun) – a written 

document prepared by the police when they 

receive information  about the commission of a 

cognizable offence. 

 subject to (verb) – put through, cause 

someone/something to go through, cause to 

undergo. 

 scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, 

investigation. 

 provocative (adjective) – annoying, irritating, 

agitational, inflammatory. 

 to the effect that (phrase) – used to refer 

(generally) what someone has spoken/written 

about something. 

 mend one’s ways (phrase) – change (for the 

better), change completely, improve (one’s 

behaviour). 

 set someone straight (phrase) – make someone 

to understand the reality of a situation. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, 

intrigue, collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 regrettable (adjective) – undesirable, 

unfortunate, sad/bad, disappointing/distressing. 

 noticeably (adverb) – clearly, apparently, 

obviously, markedly. 

 step down (phrasal verb) – resign, withdraw, 

quit, stand down, give up one’s job. 

 as long as (phrase) – provided that. 

 onus (noun) – responsibility, duty; burden, 

liability, obligation. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

Air India, the airline started by J.R.D. Tata in the 1930s, is all set to return to the Tata fold after a 68-

year-long journey as India’s state-owned flag carrier. The Centre’s announcement on Friday that Tata Sons’ 
subsidiary Talace Pvt. Ltd. was the winning bidder for the 100% stake in the debt-laden airline rings the 

curtain on the government’s multi-year effort to privatise the loss-making carrier. Talace emerged winner in 

the two-horse race by bidding to take over ₹15,300 crore of Air India’s more than ₹60,000 crore of 
accumulated debt and offering an additional ₹2,700 crore in cash for the Government’s equity stake. For the 

Tatas, who have retained an abiding interest in the country’s airline industry and currently majority own both 

a budget carrier, AirAsia India, and a full-service airline, Vistara, the Air India acquisition brings opportunities 

to gain scale and synergies at a significant level. With Air India and its low-cost unit, Air India Express, 
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together serving 55 overseas destinations, holding over 3,000 landing and parking slots, operating a 141-

aircraft fleet of wide-body long-haul jets and narrow body planes for shorter flights, and the parent holding 

membership of the 26-airline Star Alliance, the Tatas in one stroke add unparalleled global reach among 

Indian carriers. Air India’s 13.2% consolidated market share of domestic traffic as of August also gives the 

group a more competitive combined share of almost 27%, albeit still a substantial 30 percentage points adrift 

of market leader IndiGo. 

 

The Centre, for its part, can finally heave a sigh of relief at having successfully exited the commercial 

aviation space, a high-cost industry that most governments around the world have left in the hands of private 

carriers so as to ensure taxpayers’ money is deployed more meaningfully in social and strategic sectors. After 

having ploughed in more than ₹1-lakh crore of capital in the past decade alone and seeing Air India suffer a 

daily loss of over ₹20 crore, the Government’s desperation to cut its losses and close out a fire sale is 

understandable. The pandemic’s impact on public finances and the carrier’s operations, especially given the 

devastating impact on air travel both domestic and international, is sure to have helped spur the 

Government’s decision to agree to not only absorb 75% of the carrier’s debt, but to also pick up the tab on 

medical benefits for former employees. And in a bid to protect the interests of the more than 13,000 

permanent and contractual staff at the airline and its unit, the government has bound Talace to ensuring 

there should be no job cuts for at least one year. Still, integrating the state-run carrier’s sizeable workforce is 

going to be one among the many serious challenges, awaiting the Tatas. To turn around Air India at a time of 

soaring fuel costs and COVID-hit air travel, is sure to test the conglomerate’s managerial mettle. 

 

 homecoming (noun) – an act of returning back to 

home; reunion. 

 turn around (phrasal verb) – change, reverse, 

rebound (an organization-from a poor state to a 

successful one). 

 hit (verb) – affect, damage badly. 

 the fold (noun) – group, company, community. 

 state-owned (adjective) – government-owned, 

state-run. 

 flag carrier (noun) – an airline that is registered 

in a particular state (country). 

 subsidiary (noun) – subordinate company 

(controlled by a parent company). 

 bidder (noun) – a person who makes an offer 

(formal one) for something. 

 stake (noun) – share (in a company/business). 

 debt-laden (adjective) – burdened with debt. 

 debt (noun) – liability, financial obligation, 

borrowed capital. 

 laden (adjective) – burdened, loaded, 

overloaded. 

 ring (up) the curtain (phrase) – indicate the 

beginning of an event. 

 ring (down) the curtain (phrase) – represent the 

end of an event. 

 carrier (noun) – an aircraft carrier (a vehicle 

transports passengers or goods). 

 two-horse race (noun) – a competition/bidding 

in which there are only two candidates/bidders 

with a chance of winning. 

 bid (verb) – offer, make an offer of, tender, 

propose (a certain price to take over a company 

in an auction). 

 take over (phrasal verb) – buy out; assume 

control of, take control of (a company). 

 accumulated debt (noun) – 

increased/multiplied/accrued debt (by 

continuous additions, as of principal and 

interest).  

 equity stake (noun) – the part of a company 

owned by the holder (a person or organisation) 

with certain number of shares of stock in that 

company they have. 

 abiding (adjective) – enduring, lasting, persisting, 

constant, steadfast. 

 majority-owned (adjective) – relating to a 

company which is controlled by a shareholder 

who owns more shares in it than any other 

shareholder. 

 budget carrier (noun) – budget-airlines. 

 acquisition (noun) – purchase, procurement, 

possession (of a company). 

 synergy (noun) – collaboration, working 

together, joint action, combined effort, 

teamwork,  partnership. 

 overseas (adjective) – foreign. 
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 hold (verb) – possess, have, own. 

 over (preposition) – more than. 

 fleet (noun) – a number of vehicles/flights/ships 

working together (under a single ownership).  

 long haul (noun) – (long) journey, trip. 

 flight (noun) – plane trip, trip by air, air trip, 

journey by air. 

 Star Alliance Airlines (noun) – It is one of the 

world’s largest global airline alliances, which was 

founded in 1997, and is headquartered in 

Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Star Alliance’s 26 

member airlines operate a fleet of approximately 

5,033 aircraft, serving more than 1,290 airports 

in 195 countries on more than 19,000 daily 

departures. 

 stroke (noun) – action. 

 add (verb) – give, impart, confer (a quality to 

something). 

 unparalleled (adjective) – exceptional, unique, 

unprecedented, unequalled. 

 reach (noun) – capacity, sway, control, 

command, influence. 

 consolidated (adjective) – combined. 

 albeit (conjunction) – though, even though, 

however. 

 substantial (adjective) – considerable, significant, 

large. 

 percentage point (noun) – the difference 

between two percentages is termed as 

percentage point. (for example: “Interest Rates 

Jump From 10% to 12%”. In this case, the 

interest rate increased by “2 percentage points” 

or you can say that the interest rate is increased 

by 20%). 

 adrift (adjective) – lost; failing to reach a target. 

 for one’s part (phrase) – as far as one is 

concerned, in one’s view. 

 breathe/heave a sigh of relief (phrase) – to 

suddenly feel relieved (or feel happy) that 

something unpleasant has not happened (sigh is 

a long & deep audible breathing out of relief). 

 aviation (noun) – air transport. 

 high-cost (adjective) – very expensive. 

 in the hands of (phrase) – under the control of; 

in the possession of. 

 so as to (phrase) – in order to. 

 deploy (verb) – use, utilize, employ, make use of. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 plough in (phrasal verb) – invest in a 

company/business. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 desperation (noun) – hopelessness, despair, 

distress; riskiness. 

 cut one’s losses (phrase) – abandon an 

unprofitable business/operation/activity before 

suffering major losses from it. 

 close out (phrasal verb) – bring to an end, finish, 

conclude. 

 fire sale (noun) – also called a distressed sale or 

distress sale; the urgent sale of assets/properties 

at reduced prices (for quick funds). 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 devastating (adjective) – damaging; destructive, 

ruinous, disastrous. 

 spur (verb) – stimulate, encourage, prompt, 

galvanize. 

 pick up the tab (phrase) – pay, pay up, pay out, 

pay the bill; foot the bill, shell out. 

 tab (noun) – expense, cost. 

 bid (noun) – attempt, effort, endeavour/try. 

 bound past and past participle of bind (verb) – 

impose a legal/contractual obligation on. 

 sizeable (adjective) – substantial, considerable, 

significant, large. 

 workforce (noun) – workers, employees. 

 await (verb) – wait for, expect, anticipate. 

 soaring (adjective) – rising, increasing (quickly). 

 conglomerate (noun) – corporation, group, 

consortium/merged companies. 

 managerial (adjective) – organizational. 

 mettle (noun) – spirit, fortitude, strength of 

character, determination, resolve, temperament; 

character, disposition, nature.  
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